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s E R M ON. 


1 CHRONICLES xxviii. . 


Thou the God of thy father, and 
ferve Him with a perfect heart 
and à willing mind; for the 
Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and 
underſtandeth all the imaginati- 


him, He will be found of thee 5 
but if thou forſake him, He will 
caſt thee off for ever. 


\HESE words are a ſolemn charge 


| and tender father, to Solomon, his 

beſt beloved ſon, and heir to his crown. 
2 was now advanced in years, and had 
| „ a near 


And Thou Solomon, my ſon, ou 


ons of the thoughts, if thou ſeek. 


of Davrd,a religious, mighty prince 
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a near proſpect of removing into the unſeen 
world; and in theſe words He leaveth a dy- 
ing teſtimony for God and Religion, which 
deſerveth the attentive regard of all that read 
or hear them. Thou Solomon, my ſon, 
to whom [I bear the neareſt relation and the 
warmeſt affection, know Thou the God 
of thy father, acknowledge Jehovah the on- 
ly true God, and have nothing to do 
with the Idols of the Gentiles, but cleave 
to Him, whom I have worſhipped all my 
days; ſerve Him with a perfect heart and 
a willing mind; pay fincere obedience to 
his precepts, and keep cloſe to his inſtitu- 

tions, out of choice, and with delight. 
To inforce this charge He addeth feveral 
weighty conſiderations; He is the God of 
thy father, whom I have choſen and ſerv- 
ed, and whom by my own long experience, 
I can recommend as a gracious God, the 
beſt of maſters and friends; He is the 
ſearcher of all hearts, and underſtandeth all 
the imaginations of the thoughts, and there- 
fore nothing is concealed from him. If 
thou ſeek him heartily, He will be found 
of thee; he will receive thee into ſpecial 
. favour; 
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fayour ; but if Thou forſake Him, and turn 5 
to the worſhip of falſe gods, or to the prac- 3 
tice of wickedneſs, thy relation to me will 
not ſecure thee from his diſpleaſure, but 
He will caſt thee off for ever. 

The words lead me to obſerve, as the 
ground of my diſcourſe, that it is the duty 
and intereſt of the children of religious pa- 
rents to acknowledge and ſerve the God of 
their fathers, to be religious, and make it 
the buſineſs of their lives. 


I. In diſcourſing on this obſervation, I 
ſhall explain briefly the nature of re- 
ligion, as it is ſummed up in knowing 
and ſerving the God of our fathers, 
with a perfect heart and a 1 
mind. 


II. I ſhall ſhew that this is, in a ſpecial 
manner, the duty of the children of 
religious parents, and their true in- 
tereſt. 


III. I ſhall explain and ſhew the force 


of the arguments or motives in the 
text. 


er (6 2 
| text, And then conclude with a ſult⸗ 


able application, by way of earneſt 
addreſs to parents and children. 


I. I am to explain the nature of religion, 
as it is deſcribed or fammed up in the text, 
by knowing and ſerving the God of our 


Fathers with a perfect heart and a willing 
mind, 


All religion is comprehended in theſe two 
words, ſound knowledge and a holy prac- 
tice ; or in ſuch a knowledge of God, as in- 
fluenceth to 3 virtuous, pious temper and 
behaviour towards Him, and all with 
whom we have to do. 

1. To know God is to acknowiedeeJebs- 
vah, as the one only true God, in oppoſition 


to the falſe Gods and Idols of the heathens, 


that were no better than wood and _ 
gold and filver, 2 

Weir 1dots are ſilver and gold, the do 
of men's hands, ſaith the Pfalmiſt ; they have 
mouths, but they ſpeak not; eyes, but they ſee 
not; ears, but they hear not; they are ut- 
terly incapable of doing any thing for their 
* ftupid worſhippers; but our God is in the 

* heavens, 


| En. ns 
' beavens, He back done whatſoever He pleaf- 
etb. Pſal. cxv. 3, 4, Sc. 

To know God, is to acknowledge his 
exiſtence and glorious per fections. This 
lieth at the foundation of all religion, whe- 
ther natural or revealed, according to that 

of the Apoſtle in Heb. xi. 6. Hy ibat 

cometh unto God, muſt believe that He 1s, and 
that be is the rewarder of them wha diligent- 
ly feek Him. 

This was generally believed by the ber- 
thens themſelves, and can be ſeriouſly de- 
nied by none, tho' there be many ſo fool- 
iſh and deſperately wicked, as to ſay in 

their heart, there is no God, at leaſt, to 
wiſh there was none, to obſerve and pu- 
niſh their vices. 

To know God, is to \ forns right appre- 
henſions of Him, according ta the diſco- 
very He hath mdeef himſelf, by natural 
light, and the Holy Scriptures. 

He is from everlaſting to everlaſting, 2 
ſpiritual Being, every where preſent, omni» .. 

potent, omniſcient, infinitely wiſe, holy, 
juſt and good; our Creator, Preſerver, Go 
vernor, and Redeemer, who ſo loved the 
world, as to give his only begotten Son, to 
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be the Savior of Sinners; and He will be 
our final Judge. 
But we muſt not ſtop here in a bare, 
ſpeculative knowledge and right apprehen- 
ſions of God, but we muſt ſerve Him. 
This includeth all religious worſhip and 
_ obedience ; becoming affections and diſpo- 
fitions of ſoul ; and correſpondent actions. 
Such as high eſteem ; profound venerati- 
on ; devout adoration; ſupreme truſt ; un- 
feigned love, and intire reſignation ; ; fervent 
prayer, and praiſe, and gratitude ; reading 
and hearing his holy word; and preſenting 
all our offerings to Him, in the name, and 
as the diſciples of Chriſt, the one Mediator, 
by whom alone, through the Holy Spirit, 
we have acceſs to the Father. Epheſ ii. 18, 


To ſerve God includes alſo the diligent 


performance of all perſonal and relative du- 
ties, to live ſoberly and righteouſly, to do 
Juſtice, and love mercy ; and what we do 
muſt be done with a perfect heart and a 
willing mind, i. e. with a ſincere, upright 
heart, devoted unfeignedly to God, making 
religion our judicious choice, and practiſing 
It with An and delight. But in 
| "ok 8 order 


. 


order to the fuller underſtanding of the 


matter, I will add the following parti- 
culars. | 
t. A regard to God's authority and favour 
muſt be the chief ſpring of our religion. 
Hie hath no religion who is not influen- 
ced by a reverence of God as his governor, 


and a deſire to approve himſelf to Him; 


it is therefore ſaid, the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wiſdom, and when Job had 
the excellent character given him of a per- 


fect upright man, it immediately followeth, 


one that feared God, and avoided evil, 
Job, 1. 2. 

The ſcribes and phariſces, who were ve- 
ry exact in the outward parts of God's ſer- 
vice, are charged with notorions hypocriſy, 
for want of a pious regard to God; ſelf 
was the idol to which their devotion was 
paid ; they did all that they might gain 
the applauſe of men, and advance their 
ſecular intereſt, 


It is to be feared this is the cafe of many ” 


in all ages; the fear of diſobliging their pi- 
ous parents or friends upon whom they 
have a dependence, ſwayeth them to ap- 
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| pear ſober and regular, till they haye gain- 
ed <d their end, and then they tigow off the 
mask, and forſake the God of their fathers. 
2. To ſerve God with a perfect heart, is 
to make no ſinful reſerye or exceptions, 
but to pay univerſal obedience. 
An upright man will not allow bimſelf 
in any wicked way, concealeth no beloved 
luſt, deſireth not to be excuſed from any 
known duty, indulgeth no criminal paſſi- 
on, but prays that God would cleanſe him 
from every ſecret fault; and laboureth to 
abſtain from every appearance of evil, and 
to gain the knowledge of the whole of his 
duty, that he may diſcharge it in the beſt 
manner. It is the language of his very ſoul, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? I 
© will not knowingly neglect any thing 
thou injoineſt, how contrary ſoever to 
© fleſh and blood, Lord, incline my heart to 
keep thy precepts diligently ; then ſhalt 
I not be aſhamed, when I have a reſpect 
& to all thy commandments.” Thus it is 
faid of the parents of Fobn, that they were. 
both righteous before Gad, and walked in all 
bis * and 8 blameleſs. 


3. We 


Tm 


- 4. We ſerve God with a petfect heart, and 5 


a willing mind, when religion is the mat⸗ 


ter of our deliberate choice, and is ptactiſed 


with chearfulneſs and delight. 

When upon ſeriouſly conſidering the re- 
0 we bear to God, as a wiſe and gracious 
governor and loving father, and from a con- 
viction of the equity and goodneſs of all 
his precepts, we fall in love with the beau- 
ty of holineſs, and chuſe the paths of piety 
and virtue, as the moſt reaſonable, honour- 
able and beneficial ; when it is the language 
of our heart, 1 know that thy flatutes are 
« Fight, and T hate every falſe way. I de- 


te Jight to do thy will, O God, thy law is in 
t my heart. The law of thy mouth is better 


t me than thouſands of gold and filver ; the 


« words of thy mouth are ſweeter to me than 
te honey; it is my meat to ds the will of God,” 
This is to ſerve God with a perfect heart 


and a willing mind. 
4. It includes Perſeverance in religion to 


this death, in ſpite of temptations and diffi- 8 


culties. 


It is a ſure evidence that our heart i is ſin- 


cere, when we follow God fully, and cleave 
B 2 to 
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to Him with unſhaken ſteadineſs ; not on- 
ly when it is faſhionable to make a religious 
profeſſion, but alſo when it will * to 
ridicule and perſecution. 

Thus holy Paul ſnewed his heart was per- 
fect in God's ſervice, when, though he knew 
that bonds and impriſonment awaited Him, 
He bravely declared none of theſe things 
move me, nor do I count my life dear to me, 
fo that 1 may finiſh my courſe with j 19: Acts 
xx. 24. 

And where religion is taken up on tho- 
rough conviction and choice, and practiſed 
with delight, it will make us ſtedfaſt and 
unmovyeable againſt the frowns and terrors 
of perſecuters, and the more dangerous al- 
lurements of ſenſual pleaſures. It will ani- 
mate us to proceed with life and vigor, and 
be faithful to the death, in hope of the pro- 
miſed crown of life. 

IT. I proceed to the ſecond general head, 
that it is our duty and intereſt to ſerve the 
Gad of our fathers with an upright heart 
and willing mind. | 

All who are dignified with intelligent 
faculties are Kd to acknowledge and 

ſer ve 
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ferve God, who has formed us for this 
honourable purpoſe. Religion is the law 
of our very natures, and to with-hold ho- 
mage and obedience, is to cob God, degrade 
our heaven-born powers, and fink ourſelves 


below the beaſts ; which ſteadily purſue the 


intention of their Maker, though they know 


Him not. 

And we are under a further, moſt in- 
dearing obligation, from the tender mercy 
of God in providing a Savior, to redeem us 
from fin and miſery, and purify us to him- 
ſelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. 

Theſe obligations are common to all un- 


der the goſpel; but the deſcendents of pious 


parents are under ſome peculiar obligations 
to own and ſerve Him, as He is the God of 


their fathers. By them you were devoted 


to Him, and conſecrated to his ſervice, who 
hath engaged to be a God to believers and 
their ſeed, You: have had the privilege of 


a pious education, religious inſtructions, good 


examples, and fervent prayers, and by means 
of theſe advantages religion will be more eaſy 
and pleaſant, and you are capable of making 
higher 
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higher advarices in ſacred knowledge and 
goodneſs, and of being more eminently uſe- 
ful in this life, and obtaining a higher mea- 
ſure of happineſs in the next. t 

And furely it is no leſs your intereſt than 
your duty, to ſerve the God of your fathers, 
By this means you will perpetuate the ho- 
norable relation to God, by deſcent and de- 
dication; I mean, as He was the God of 
your holy parents, He will be your God 
too, your conſtant benefactor and everlaſt- 
ing friend, than which nothing can be more 
to your advantage in both worlds. 

III. But this brings me in the third 
place, to conſider the propriety and force 
of the arguments, by which David infor- 
ceth his charge to Sahmon. 

Hie is the God of thy father. He is the 
ſearcher of all hearts. I thou ſeek Him, 
He will be found of thee. If thou forſale 
Him, He will caſt thee off forever. Theſe 
motives are adapted to work powerfully on 
all the ſprings of human action. I ſhall 
conſider them diſtinctly. 

1. He is the God of thy father. 


This 


6 1s } 

This was a preyailing argument among 

the Gentiles to cleaye to the falſe gods of 

their ſeveral countries, and not to impoſe 

on ſtrangers, the worſhip of the gods of the 
nations, in which they travelled. 

But it is neceſſary here to obſerve, that 
the God of our fathers, and the religion of 
our country, are by no means to be imbra- 
ced merely on that account, were not Jeho- 
vah the true God, and the religion taught 
by Chriſt, of divine appointment,—Net- 
ther Solomon, nor any in ſucceeding ages, 
are obliged to own and ſerve the God of 
their fathers, purely becauſe he was the 
God of their fathers. 

When we grow up to a capacity of un- 
derſtanding and judging for ourſelves, we 
have a right to examine by reaſon and 
ſcripture, the religious ſentiments of our 
anceſtors, and to embrace or reje& them, 
according to rational conviction, 

But ſuppoſing we find they were in the 
right, and that they did well in owning and -. 
ſerving Jehovah, as Solomon firmly believ- 
ed his father did, and as we are convinced 
our Chriſtian parents have done, the force 
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of the argument is undeniable, which is 
this: WM 
Your religious parents, upon many years 
trial, have found Him to be a good God, 
the beſt of friends, faithful to all his pro- 
miſes, and therefore they recommend Him 
to the choice of you their dear children, 
whoſe happineſs they wiſh, as their own. 
Upon many years experience we can at- 
teſt the excellency of his ſervice; we have 
ſound the ways of religion to be ways of 
pleaſantneſs and paths of peace; and the 
more cloſely we have walked in them, the 
more ſatisfaction and joy hath poſſeſſed our 
ſouls. We have taſted and ſeen that the 


Lord is gracious; he hath been our refuge 


and ſtrength, and a very preſent help in 
trouble, and hath never failed nor forſaken 
©... | 
Therefore becauſe we love you, as ten- 
der parts of ourſelves, we exhort, intreat, 
yea ſolemnly charge you, as you will an- 
ſwer it at the day of judgment, to acknow- 
ledge and ſerve this beſt of Beings, that it 
may be well with you forever. 


2. * 


. 
2. He ſearcheth all hearts, and under- 
ſtandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts, 
and therefore muſt be ſerved with an up- 
right heart and a willing mind. 
He claims our hearts, and is intimately 
acquainted with our thoughts, and cannot 
be impoſed on, His eye penetrates into 
the moſt ſecret receſſes of the ſoul, and all 
things are naked and opened to his inſpec- 
tion. He knoweth perfectly all our latent 
prineiples, aims, and governing ends. Pſal. 
exxxix. 2. Thou underſtandeſt my thoughts 
afar off, before they are formed into regu- 
lar thoughts. It is therefore not only wic- 
ked, but ridiculous folly to call Him Lord, 
and honour Him with our lips, and flatter 
him with our tongues, if we have not a fin- 
cere heart and a willing mind ; for as He 
now beholdeth hypocriſy with abhorrence, 
He will puniſh it with ſeverity, at the day 
of judgment. Fer, xvii. 10, 1, Jebovab, 
ſearch the heart, and try the reins, even to 
give to every man according to his ways, ' 
and according ta the fruit of his doings. 
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5:4» If we ſeek Him, He will be found of 
us; 1. e. He will be our God and friend, 
' benefactor and rewarder. 
It we ſerve Him with an upright heart, 
and a willing mind, He will make us the 
objects of his ſpecial love, | 
He is indeed ready to be found of all that 
ſeek Him with their whole heart; but in 
thele words there ſeemeth to be ſomething 
peculiarly incouraging to the children of 
the righteous, as the poſterity of His friends, 
With ſuch He uſually begins to ſtrive early 
by His holy Spirit in the word, and to ſhew 
a particular inclination and deſire to be- 
friend them. With them He waits that 
He may be gracious, as one who is loth that 
the offspring of his friends ſhould be cut 
off from covenant- bleſſings. He will re- 
joice to be your God and father, and take 
a pleaſure in doing you good. You ſhall 
injoy all manner of happineſs, if you cleave 
to Him in ſincerity ; He -will hear your 
. prayers, gratify all your regular deſires, 
and never give you cauſe to complain that 
you ſought Him in vain, or ſerved Him 
for nought. 
11 
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4. If thou forſake Him, He wil caſt 
thee off forever. 
A very awful and ariking motive this, 
addreſſed to Solomon's fears, and containeth 
one of the moſt dreadful threatnings. 


As it hath a ſpecial reference to the chil- 


dren of good parents, to forſake God may 
fignify to refuſe to own Him, and to chuſe 


the God of their fathers; or to depart wick- 
edly from Him, after having profeſſed to 


own and ſerve Him. 

We forſake the God of our fathers, when 
we refuſe to own and ſerve Him, to whom 
we were early devoted, and to perſorm the 
engagements under which we were brought 
by baptiſmal dedication. 


When the labor of our parents in train- 


ing us up in Chriſtian knowledge is thrown 
away, and their children are careleſs and 
thoughtleſs about religion, ſtubborn and 
averſe to read the holy Scriptures, and bow 


the knee to God in ſecret, When they 
count it a heavy task and a grievous impo- 
fition, to be obliged to attend the publick 


worſhip of the Lord's-day ; when they are 
madly bent on gratifying the luſts ofthe fleſh, 
C2 and 
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und long to be freed from the reſtraints of 
a pious education, and with the Prodigal in 
the parable, to have an opportunity of with- 
drawing from under the eye and govern- 
ment of tender parents, that they may give 
a looſe to their vicious inclinations, and 
have a full liberty to undo themſelves. 
Another thing principally meant in the 
text, is forſaking God, aſter having made 
profeſſion of the true religion, and turning 
to the worſhip of idols. This was after- 
wards the cale of Salomon, in ſome degree, 
thro' the inticement of his idolatrous wives. 
Of this, bleſſed be God, our children 
ate in no great danger; but they too often 
forſake the God of their fathers by refuſing 
to imitate their piety, and giving them- 
{elves up to wicked courſes, 
When they thus degenerate and do not 
return by a fincere repentance, they are 
ſaid to forſake God, and they fall under 
the tremendous threatening, of being caſt 
off by God forever; and the certain con- 
ſequence hereof is their ſinking into miſe- 
ry, greater than theirs who were not favor- 
ed with cir advantages, 


Having 
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Having thus conſidered the doQtinal 
part of the words, I proceed to the applica- 
tion of the ſubject. TE 

1. From the illuſtrious example of Da- 
vid, let parents learn their duty, to inſtruct 
and ingage their children to know and ſerve 
God. 

David had known by fad experience, 
what an evil and bitter thing it was, to have 
partially forſaken God, by falling into groſs 
ſins, in the matter of Bathſteba and Uriah; 
and his repentance was as remarkable, as 
his ſin had been notorious; He was there 
fore the more ſolicitous that Solomon ſhould 
ſerve Febovah with a perfect heart, and not 
lay a foundation of laſting repentance, as 
he had done. An example this, worthy 
the imitation of Chriſtian parents. 

Having ſeriouſly devoted your children 
to God, and inrolled them in the church of 
Chriſt, lead them betimes into the know- 
ledge of their Creator and Redeemer, and 
endeavour to inſtil the principles of religi- 
on into their tender minds. Habituate 
them to the daily reading of the holy Scrip- 
tures, which are able to make them wiſe 

| to 
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to ſalvation. Endeavour to ſhew them the 
difference between moral good and evil, 
virtue and vice, and to poſſeſs their minds 
with the reverence and love of God and 
the Redeemer, by familiarly talking with 
chem; teach them to keep holy the Lord's- 
day, by your own example, and to take 
pleaſure i in attending public worſhip ; in- 
ſtruct them early in their dependence on 
God, and the reaſonableneſs, honour, and 
advantage of daily prayer and thankſgiving, 
and their need of an intereſt in Chriſt the 
only Savior, for pardon and acceptance, 
Do all you can to reſtrain them from bad 
company, lying, evil ſpeaking, taking the 
name of God in vain, pride, paſſion, malice 
and revenge ; and be you examples to them 
of every virtue, grace and duty ; which is 
the eaſieſt way of leading Feng into the 
practice of religion. 

It was an excellent reſolution of David 
P.. ci, 2. T will bebave myſelf wiſely, I 
will walk in ny houſe with a perfect heart. 
He well knew that the example of parents 
hath a migbty influence on forming the 
temper and manners of their children, who 
8 are 


[Wu ) 
are not very likely to pay a due regard to 
thoſe precepts, which they ſee their parents 
take no care to practiſe themſelves. 

Follow all your inſtructions with earneſt 
prayer, that God would incline them to 
remember their Creator in the days of their 
youth, and preſerve them from the many 
temptations and ſnares to which they are 
expoſed in an age of great corruption and 
degeneracy. 

And when you draw ah to another 
world, intreat, exhort and charge them to 
make religion their buſineſs ; perhaps your 
dying words may make the deepeſt im- 
preſſion, and command their. ſerious re- 
Tell them you have found God a good 
maſter, a loving father, and that the re- 
view of your ſincerity, and the hope of your 
intereſt in his love now, and of his everlaſt- 
ing enjoyment in heaven, affords you the 
moſt ſolid pleaſure, | 

Would parents thus recommend religi- a 
on to their children, living and dying, it 
would greatly contribute to the holineſs and 
happineſs of the riſing generation. a 
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2. 1 would addreſs thoſe who are the 
children of wicked parents, who neither 
gave you pious inſtructions, nor t you a 
good example. | | 
Let me intreat you to how! and ſerve 
the Lord your Maker, tho you cannot 
call Him the God of your father. Fol- 
low tiot the bad pattern they ſet you, but 
acquaint yourſeves with God and religion, 
and devote yourſelyes to his ſervice. If 
there be any good thoughts or inclinations = 
in you, be not diſcouraged from purſuing 
them, by deſpair of God's accepting you. 

Be- thankful for, and cheriſh the good 
motions of the Holy Spirit, and break off 
your fins by fincere repentance, and yield 
yourſelves unto God, and chuſe Him for 
your father, and receive Chriſt as your Sa- 
vor and Lord, and make his goſpel the rule 
of your life. If you ſeek Him, He will be 
found of you, and be your God and father ; 
for He hath ſaid, }/boſoever confeſſeth, and 
forſaketh bis fins, ſhall have mercy, and thoſe 
who come to Chrift, be will in no wiſe caſt out. 

3. But the words lead me to addreſs in a 
particular manner, to the offipring of reli- 

2 gious 
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gious parents, many of whom I have the 
pleaſure of ſeeing now before me. 

Vou have, through the favor of provi- 
dence, enjoyed greater advantages than ma- 
ny others; be thankful for, and improve 
them. Conſecrate yourſelves to the beſt 
of Beings, and ſerve him with an upright 
heart and chearful mind. Chuſe Him to 
be the guide of your youth, and adhere to 
Him as long as you live. He hath an un- 
queſtionable property in you, and rightful 
claim to your love and obedience; for He 
is your Maker, Preſerver and Governor; 
on Him you have a conſtant dependence 
for life and breath and all things, and it is 
in his power to do you more good or hurt, 
than any in the world beſides. 9 

He is the God of your fathers, who have 
experienced the goodneſs of his ſervice, the 
excellency of religion, and have with plea- 
ſure devoted you to Him, They bound 
themſelves by ſolemn promiſe to train you 
up in the way in which you ſhould go; 
and therefore you ſhould look upon your- 
ſelves as devoted creatures, who cannot 
alienate his property, or with- hold his right, 
D your 
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your beſt obedience, without the moſt hei- 
nous guilt, and renouncing the bleſſings of 
his covenant, 

. Wouldyounot dread to ſtand up in ſuch a 
place as this, and declare aloud in the face of 
the aſſembly, © I renounce my baptiſmal 
_ * covenant, and diſclaim all relation to, and 

« intereſt in the God of my parents; He 
© ſhall not be my God, nor will I be his 
&« ſervant; I will follow my own ſenſual 
* inclinations, and gratify my fleſhly luſts; 
& I know not Jehovah, nor will I obey his 
©« voice.“ 

Shocking as the thought is, you as ef- 
fectually renounce the God of your fathers 
by a wicked life, as if you Haig mage it 
aloud with your lips. 

Can you poſſibly make a wiſer or more 
beneficial choice, than to ſeek and ſerve the 
God of your fathers, aud lead a ſober, righ- 


teous and godly life? Hath he not promif- 
cd, that if you ſeck Him, He will be found 
of you, and take you into the honourable 
relation-of. children, and treat you as his 
ſons and daughters; that He will be your 
Guardian and unchangeable friend, and a 


preſent 
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preſent help in every time of trouble, and 

in every ſtage of life? N 
Will not your engaging early in his ſer- 
vice be an happy mean of preventing much 
fin and remorſe of conſcience, and many 
a miſchief, and of laying in for a reputable, 
uſeful life, and abundance of rational plea- 
ſure, and of preparing you to leaye the world 
with ſafety and unſpeakable comfort? Who 
can forbear wiſhing that he may die the 
death of the rightepus, and be happy for 
ever? But this is not poſſible, if you turn 
your backs on God and religion, and chuſe 
to go on in the broad way of ſin and death. 
Once more, let me put it home to the 
ſoul of every one that hears or reads this 
plain diſcourſe; can you bear the tremen- 
dous thought of being caſt off by God 
forever; of being now given up to your 
own hearts luſts, and rejected and condemn- 
ed at the day of judgment? When your 
godly parents ſhall have the honour of a 
place on the right hand of the Judge, and 
the pleaſure of ſeeing him ſmile on them, 
and hearing him pronounce, Well doe, good 
| and faithful ſervants, enter you into your Maſ- 
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fer's jay; do you not tremble at the very 
thought of being frowned away to the left, 
and hearing him declare, I know you nit? 
You would not be perſuaded to own and 
ſerve. me. the God of your fathers, you 
turned a deaf ear to all my counſels, and 
diſregarded all my reproofs, and threat - 
nings and promiſes; aud now I caſt you 
off forever; depart from me, you curſed. 
That this fad doom may be prevented, 
and that you may enjoy the happineſs of be- 
ing owned of God, together with your ho- 
ly anceſtors, once more entreat, yea charge 
and conjure you, to acknowledge the God 
of your fathers, and ſerve Him with an up- 
right heart, and willing mind. Do not at- 
tempt to put Him off with an empty pro- 
feffion, or the moſt ſpecious form of godli- 
neſs without the power, but be you inward- 
ly what you outwardly appear; for the 
Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and knoweth the 
imaginations of the thoughts; He cannot 
be impoſed obs, ani will not bear to bg 
check. 

4. 1 ds W thoſe who have bes 
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the Lord; and wax ſtronger and ſtronger in 
His fervice. © 

Have a care of declining Gone your pre- 
ſent ſeriouſneſs, and leaving your firſt love, 


Let the path of your knowledge and good- 


neſs be like the morning light, that ſhineth 
more and more to the perfect day, and not 
as the morning cloud and early dew, that 
ſoon vaniſheth away. | 

You live in a dangerous age, incom- 


| paſſed with bad examples and ſenſual 
allurements ; we have ſeen with grief, the 


fair bloſſoms of ſome of the branches of re- 
ligious families, that gave promiſing hopes 
of the fruits of holineſs, wither and fall off 
and diſappoint our ſanguine expectations. 


And will you add to their numbers? Will 


any of you alfa go away and forſake the 
God of your fathers, and fink into infidelity 
or vice? God forbid } Reje& temptations 
to it with a ſacred diſdain, and ſay with 
Chriſt's diſciples, when He put the queſti- 
on, will you atfo go away? Lord, to whom 


fhall wwe go? thou haſt the words of eter= 


nal life. We can never make an exchange 


4 the better; to thee we will adhere, 


ſtedfaſt 


T1. - 

= Nedfatt and unmoved. Lord keep us by 
thy power, through faith unto Galvation 
depart from us you evil-doers, you tempt- 
ers to fin, for we are reſolved to go on to 
ſerve the God of our fathers. Their people 
"hall be our people, and their God our 

5. I cloſe all with a few words to thoſe 
who have revolted from the God of their 
fathers, in any groſs inſtances, though you 
have not utterly forſaken Him. 

Hearken to the words of your Savior, in 
Rev. ii. 5, Remember from whence thou art 
fallen, and repent, and do the. firſt works ; 
,and no more repeat that abominable thing 
which God's ſoul bateth. 

Conſider your baſe ingratitude to God, 


and what will be the fatal iſſue of it, if per- 


ſiſted in. He will caſt you off for ever; 
and if He caſt you off, you muſt fall a prey 
to the deſtroyer, 

If an awakened conſcience turns upon 
any, and faith, thou art the man ; if you 
feel any ſerious relenting and inclination to 
return, there is ſtill ground to hope that 
God hath not utterly forſaken you, 
Agha 155 1 
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The language of his grace to you, this 
day is, return, O backſliding children, ſaith 
the Lord. and 1 will not cauſe mine anger 
to fall upon you, for Tam merciful, ſaith 
the Lord, and I will not keep anger forever, 


' only acknowledge thine intquity, that thou 


haſt tranſgreſſed againſt. the Lord thy God. 
Return, O backſliding children, and I will 
heal your backſliding, and receive you gra- 
ciouſly, and love you freely. I will be mer- 
ciful to your unrighteouſneſi, and your fins 
and tranſgreſſions I will remember no 
more. 

O that the language of your truly peni- 
tent hearts may be, ©** behold I come unto 
* thee, for thou art the Lord my God. 


« Father, I have ſinned againſt heaven, and-- 


te deſerved to be caſt off for ever, but I will 
e declare mine iniquity, and be ſorry for 
« my fin, and return to it no more. Have 


te mercy upon me, O God, according to 


*« the multitude of thy tender mercies, blot 


e out my tranſgreſſions, waſh me thorough- 
« ly from mine iniquities, and cleanſe me 


et from my ſins. Create in me, O God, a 


« clean heart, and renew a right ſpirit 


ce within 


. PEE 
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within me; caſt 3 away from thy - 
Fro take not t away thy y holy _—_ 
ce © from me. I Nate CSS e 

| For your envi thus to m 
do the God of your fathersf Eſhal only add, 
He will by no means reject you; For this is 
4 faithfid faxing, and worthy" of all accep- 

tation, that Cbriſt Jeſus cante into the 

world to fave finners, and the chief of fin'- 
ners, and bis blood Ry Jy e 
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